


Child Abuse and Neglect in
llinois in FY 2008

Child Abuse and Neglect Facts

Children whose parents abuse substances
are 3 - 4 times more likely to be abused or
neglected than other children.

Help us bring

111,890 children were reported abused

the numbers or neglected

30,047 indicated child victims Two out of three of all child abuse cases have

i A Vi \ a co-occurrence of substance abuse and
down amm 4,877 children were placed in substitute care (i N 7 3 domestic violence.

Children of battered women may not always
be physically abused, but they are at greater
risk of being abused, and suffer traumatic
effects from witnessing violence in the home.

2,456 children were victims of sexual abuse

85 children died as a result of abuse
or neglect

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE ILLINOIS envisions an lllinois where STATEWIDE CONFERENCE CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION COALITIONS

all children grow up in healthy nurturing homes and communities free of
child abuse, neglect or violence of any kind. Since 1990 we have provided key
leadership in this effort, working with individuals, organizations, and communities
across the state.

Prevent Child Abuse lllinois works to protect children and strengthen families
through public awareness, education, advocacy, community assistance and
promoting hands-on support to new parents and families.

Child abuse is one of the most tragic social issues of our time. It affects the lives
of millions of children and their families with staggering social and economic costs
to all of us. But we can succeed in stopping the epidemic.

We are making a difference! Today more people are aware of the signs of abuse
and neglect and are reporting it. Parents and guardians are changing the way they
talk to and treat their children and are involved in activities that support families
and children. There is still more to do.

With your help,
we can succeed
in preventing
child abuse!
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Prevent Child Abuse lllinois hosts an annual two-day Child Abuse Prevention
Conference for child welfare professionals, foster and adoptive parents, volunteers
and others across the state to increase their knowledge and expertise in working with
lllinois children.

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

Each April, Prevent Child Abuse lllinois works with individuals and other organizations
to develop and promote public awareness and educational activities throughout the
state including a Child Abuse Prevention Month packet full of ideas and reproducible
material available on our website.

SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME PREVENTION EDUCATION
Prevent Child Abuse lllinois leads the state’s most comprehensive community
education campaign to prevent Shaken Bahy Syndrome...the tragedy that occurs
when an infant or young child is violently shaken.

LITERATURE DISTRIBUTION

Through our literature distribution program, we have established a very active

community education and outreach effort. Our agency provides a variety of
educational brochures and materials
to a broad network of prevention
partners.

Child Abuse Prevention Coalitions bring together community members, parents, health
care works, law enforcement, school personnel, social service providers, civic
organizations and others interested in preventing child abuse and neglect and
promoting healthy communities. Prevent Child Abuse lllinois is committed to building
grassroots coalitions throughout lllinois to address the needs of local communities.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Prevent Child Abuse lllinois provides a variety of training opportunities across the state,
collaborating with organizations to sponsor and promote educational activities and
special events. Child Abuse Prevention, The Happiest Baby on the Block, 40
Developmental Assets, The Effects of Domestic Violence on Children, The Effects of
Methamphetamine on Children, and Shaken Baby Syndrome Prevention are offered on a
regular basis to strengthen an understanding of abuse and promote positive solutions.

HOME VISITATION FOR PARENTS

We support and promote voluntary home visitation programs for new and expectant
parents to help them become the best parents they can be. Prevent Child Abuse
lllinois provides key leadership for the development of the Healthy Families lllinois
initiative.

ADVOCACY

In partnership with state child welfare
programs, Prevent Child Abuse Illinois
supports prevention-hased
legislation on a state and local level.
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